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2008 Statistics:

   Chapters 
= 19

Chapters completing reports = 14           
   Reading groups
= 8
Reading groups reporting = 6
        Note:  South Florida has been approved for a chapter charter which will be awarded at a 
                  homecoming.
Alumni covered by chapters = ​​​7255; by reading groups=761   Total = 8016
Number of events held by chapters:


Twice monthly (26 events) 
= Washington, D. C.


Twelve to 13

= 7 chapters

Six to 11 

= 7 chapters, 5 reading groups

Three to 5

= 2 chapters, 2 reading groups


Inactive

= 2 chapters
	Chapter
	Contact
Pres=president

Rep=representative to AA
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible
At least one event
Average per event
	 Notes


	Albuquerque
	Robert Morgan, Pres
Joseph Pluchinota, Rep
	5 seminars
	360
	20
	4 - 8
	

	Annapolis
	Beth Martin Gammon, Pres; Sam Kutler, Rep
	12 seminars 
	588
	30
	15
	One seminar included Gallery Tour and box lunch.

	Austin/San Antonio
	Toni Wilkinson, Pres
Paul Martin, Rep
	9 events: 7 seminars, award dinner, Pres Mike Peters visit
	181
	25
	3  - 8
	A set of EB Great Books was awarded to a SF rising sophomore – included dinner.  One seminar was followed by social gathering, and one seminar was tutor led and held at Mandola Estate Winery.

	Boston
	Dianne Cowan, Pres
	6 seminars, 1 Sudbury Cruise with dinner & after party at alum’s house
	549
	25
	8
	The Sudbury cruise always sells out, or nearly sells out - this year we had 18 (maximum capacity is 20).  There's a strong core of about a dozen people who make it to most events.

	Chicago
	Rick Lightburn, Pres
	Tour, opera, symphony/ picnic, 4 seminars, holiday party
	391
	33
	9
	Tour was an architectural event, opera was Don Giovanni, by Mozart; potluck picnic at Grant Park Festival Orchestra performing Memorial to Lidice, Grieg’s Piano Concerto, and Nielsen’s Symphony No. 4.

	Denver/Boulder
	Elizabeth Jenny, Pres
Beth Kuper, Rep
	12 events:
9 seminars; 1 symphony event; 1 poetry exchange; 1 play and picnic
	304
	
	8 - 20
	Of the 9 seminar events, 1 included a planning session, 1 included election of officers, 1 included a dinner and 1 included a potluck.

	New York
	Daniel Van Doren, Pres
	12 events: 

8 seminars/dinners (one potluck and business meeting); wine tasting/

discussion; Recent Graduate Reception; Film Showing & reception; Holiday Party

	832
	190
	20 - 90
	We tried out some new things this year with some hits and misses.  The January seminar on phenomenology was sparsely attended partly because of the seminar matter, and partly because it was more of a preceptorial than a seminar.  The Opera seminar was poorly attended this year, but we believe that if we make such seminars more of a regular thing, we are likely to draw larger crowds.  We also held three seminars that interested women this year, more than in recent years:  Luce Irigaray (she is a French feminist), Jane Austen and Virginia Woolf.  All in all, it was another very good year for the chapter.
Seminars average in the low 20s; events 45-90.


	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

/ average per event
	Notes or Comments about how 2008 went for the chapter



	Northern California
	Renaldo Miranda, Pres
	11 seminars, new alumni welcome party

	729
	90
	5 - 70
	Of the 11 seminars, 1 with reception with President Peters, 1 with dinner, 1 with waltz party, 1 with hike and potluck dinner.  There are ongoing Happy Hours.

	North Carolina
	Richard and Elizabeth Ross, Pres
	2 seminars (1 with dinner); 1 play
	116
	
	
	


	Philadelphia
	Helen Zartarian, Pres
	6 events: 5 seminars, 1 play/dinner
	460
	30
	13 - 25
	One seminar included picnic & choice of two seminars; 1 was seminar/luncheon

	Pittsburgh
	Joanne Murray, Pres
	12 seminars (1 with cocktails, 1 w/dinner)
	79
	12
	8
	We are pretty steady.

	Portland
	Jennifer Rychlik, Pres
	6 seminars (2 with dinner)
	242
	
	3-8
	We have a small but dedicated group of alumni who attend the seminars.  We don't have a planning session - people just give me ideas or I look at what other chapters are reading.  I love our seminars - I just wish we could get a bigger group.

	Santa Fe
	Liz Travis, Pres
	11 events:
9 Third Saturday Discussions, and 2 seminars
	545
	
	2 – 9 
	Third Saturday Discussions are held at the Mission Café. Our mix is primarily GI’s, with a small group of UG’s that attend off and on depending on their schedules.  The most recent UG alum class participating is probably from 2000.   Then we jump to ‘83.  We have work to do to reach the new grads and to balance the mix among EC, GI and UG.

	Seattle
	Steve Hillson, Pres
Phil Chandler, Rep
	13 seminars
	278
	
	
	

	Southern California
	Jan Conlin, Pres 
	7 seminars followed by potluck dinners
	391
	14
	5 - 8
	

	Twin Cities
	Carol Freeman, Pres
	12 seminars (1 with luncheon)
	178
	
	8-10
	

	Washington DC
	Ed Grandi, Pres ‘08
	26 events:

19 seminars (1 Day in Country, 1 wine tasting); 1 lecture; 4 Happy Hours; 1 Barbeque, and 1 Holiday Party
	1032
	89= sem/
Lect

BBQ= 105

Total=213
	7-26 seminar/
Lectures

Ave=13

26 at Day in Country
	The DC Chapter is 30 years old this year. We will be celebrating this on Feb 10 and reading Plato’s Ion which was the first reading the group did.

Seminars led by tutors tend to be the best attended, though the barbeque brought the biggest group.  The Chapter worked hard to bring together the existing group with the group that attracted the younger alums.


	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

/ average per event
	Notes or Comments about how 2008 went for the chapter



	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inactive 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Baltimore
	
	
	334
	
	
	

	San Diego
	Stephanie Rico, Pres
	
	89
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reading groups
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dallas/Ft Worth
	Paula Fulks, Pres
	
	130
	
	
	

	Houston
	Norman Ewart, Pres
	8 seminars, 2 performances
	89
	
	
	One seminar was with dinner, one was with business meeting/holiday event.  Attendance fell off in 2008

	Jefferson /Ashland OR
	Julia Boomer, Pres
	5 seminars
	14
	6
	6
	New group this year – first meeting in June was for planning and a seminar on Plato’s Meno

	Madison, WI
	Consuelo Sanudo, Pres
	11 seminars
	84
	8
	2 - 7
	It's usually 3 of us and usually goes fine.  I'm just glad we're doing this.  I have met a couple of delightful people

	Phoenix
	Donna Kurgan, Pres
	9 events: 5 seminars, 1 tea party/planning, 1 film/discussion, & Passover Seder
	161
	15
	4 – 6 
	The attendance seems consistent throughout the year.  The group has a core group that meets regular with other alum coming to events sporadically.

	Salt Lake City
	Erin Hanlon, Pres
	6 seminars
	49
	16
	8
	2008 went well for the most part, though we tried a few new things like films and letting non-Johnnies who are not even related to Johnnies or associated with Great Books programs come, and those two things were not universally well-received.

	South Florida
	Peter Lamar, Pres
	9 seminars (one with dinner)
	103
	22-25
	5 - 19
	Two tutor visits: Sam Kutler and Jim Beall

	Western New England
	Peter Weis, Pres
	4 seminars
	131
	
	
	


	Chapter
	Planning session and Other Comments

	Albuquerque
	

	Annapolis
	No planning session.

	Austin/San Antonio
	Yes, we decided to have fewer monthly seminars, alternating events more evenly between San Antonio and Austin.

	Boston
	Because we meet in a library that is open on Sundays only during the school year (and many alumni in Boston are affiliated with the many universities here in some way), we plan on a school-year basis rather than a calendar-year basis.  We did have a planning meeting for 2007-08, but not one for 2008-09. This was a mistake.  I intend to have a planning session for 2009-2010.
Early 2008 was great - the seminar calendar was full months in advance, the seminars on The Magic Mountain were well-attended, and the other seminars provided relief from the long, sometimes dense Mann.  I ran out of steam during summer and early fall, but with some organizational help from Ginger Kenney, we filled out the calendar from December 08 through May 09.  It looks as though we'll be back to our usual levels of activity in '09.

	Chicago
	

	Denver/Boulder
	Yes, a planning session.  There are new reading selections and a new tutor/the SJCSF Dean coming to visit.  

	New York
	The three big events were our annual meeting coupled with two seminars, both on the same reading and led by the two Stickneys.  We held a pot-luck party in advance and gathered ideas for how the chapter would run for the next year.  We elected three new officers and reelected Dan Van Doren as president

Dan Van Doren (A81)
President

Charlotte Latham (SF02) Vice President

Carol Trent (A81) Secretary 

Kevin Farrelly (A01) Treasurer

The new officers have taken over most of the day-to-day running of the chapter.  What is really interesting is that Charlotte Latham had not been involved with the chapter at all, and that Carol Trent had attended as a Febbie for just one semester.  In 2007, I came up with events based on suggestions I had been given at the annual meeting in June 2007 and from ideas I had been working on.  In 2008, I got together with the new officers over lunch and they took over most the planning pretty quickly.
Several years ago, I had the idea to show films that alumni had a part in making or acting in.  It took me two years to find a suitable and affordable place at which to show the film, and then another six months to arrange for the participants, test the film at the screening room, etc.  I spent so much time at it because I wanted to leave to the chapter a legacy on which they might build for future film showings.  It all worked out; 95 people showed up on a rainy day in November in a screening room that could fit up to 180.  The film showing at the end of the year was particularly moving.  We had located a screening room for which we paid $550 for two hours’ rental.  We collected tickets at $5 each and the chapter subsidized the rest.  After the film was done, I moderated a one hour Q&A involving three people including the producer, my mother (who has lived in Vilna until August 1939), and Dr. Alexander Sedlis, who was in the film, along with his later brother Gabriel Sedlis.  The Sedlises lived through the war in the Ghetto and later in a work camp, and of 80,000 Jews in Vilna during the war, one of just 1,200 who survived.  Dr. Sedlis is the father of Steven Sedlis and the father in law of Melissa Sedlis (both of the Annapolis class of 1973).   Copies of the film were available for purchase with a donation of $30 to the Vilna Project, Inc., and every last DVD and VHS copy was snapped up.  The evening lasted from 7 - 9 pm.  No provision was made for coffee and refreshments afterwards, but we might change that the next time around.

	Northern California
	No formal planning session.  Intention for 2009 is to have more seminars, once each month on a fixed day, time, and hopefully place in San Francisco, and thanks to Erin Hanlon a regular seminar in Sacramento (90 minute drive away from San Francisco).  To take advantage of summer months for festive gatherings and seminars, and possibly an overnight weekend event. 

	North Carolina
	


	Philadelphia
	No. I speak individually to about a half dozen people to get ideas and plan events.

	Pittsburgh
	We talk about things as they come up.  If so, what might be different in 2009 from 2008? I will try to keep up the tutor visits. Maybe a theater event.

	Portland
	

	Santa Fe
	We did not have a formal steering committee meeting.  Homecomings came up  … and then it was the holidays.  I will be working with the alumni office to have an informal event with Pres. Peters in the early winter, during which the upcoming year will be discussed.  We are trying to split the duties and arrange a fixed schedule for seminars, like we had for 3rd Saturdays. 

	Seattle
	

	Southern California
	It was great to have Irv Hepnner and K.C. Victor open up their home to us for our meetings and we had a nice time at the potluck dinners that followed.  We met every 8 weeks or so – is that enough?  I just followed what feedback I got from the people that attended, in terms of scheduling the events.

	Twin Cities
	Seminars and events are planned by consensus about three-four months ahead.

	Washington DC
	Yes. We are looking to have wider variety of events beyond seminars and happy hours.
The chapter worked hard to bring together the existing group with the group that attracted the younger alums.

	
	

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Ft Worth
	

	Houston
	Did have a planning session in December.  Next year there will be fewer meetings – moving to activities very other month.

	Jefferson /Ashland OR
	Our first meeting was meant as a planning session and the only plan is that we seem to rotate meeting places and books between the 6 of us.

	Madison, WI
	I don't believe so. I think it's just a matter of the size of the city and maybe weather constraints.  I have polled the group for reading ideas, we usually come up with enough of them, but often the seminars are very small.

	Phoenix
	Yes, had a tea party and planning meeting.

	Salt Lake City
	We don't have one [official representative to the AA Board]; we are still not a charted chapter.  None of the other group members are interested in board meetings and I cannot yet afford to attend.  We probably won't become a chapter until we have someone who wants to and can afford to go.

	South Florida
	Yes, we reviewed reading suggestions for 2008 over email, and finalized the schedule after a meeting toward the end of 2007.  We used the same procedure in planning for 2009.
I (president) am pleased with 2008 and the level of support from the local alumni, especially since many members travel long distances for each seminar.  "Regulars" drive up to 4 hours from the lower Keys, 3 hours from Fort Myers on the west coast, and over 2 hours from counties north of Greater Miami.


	Chapter
	Particularly well attended events

	Albuquerque
	

	Annapolis
	The November Mitchell Gallery tour was a new thing for us and drew several people who don't typically attend the seminars.  So it seemed to be a good opportunity for folks.

	Austin/San Antonio
	The event with the president was by far the best attended.  Clearly alumni were very interested in meeting and talking with him, more so than attending the usual seminar.  It was also an excellent seminar, which I had hoped would bring those alumni back.
I feel that we should discontinue monthly seminars and try to design social events that might attract a larger number of people, although the only 6 of us at the winery picnic and seminar didn't support this idea.

	Boston
	The Sudbury River dinner cruise is always a big hit.  It's a sunset cruise, with catered dinner, on the Sudbury River near Concord; alumnus Sandy Feman and his wife Linda Chin always host an afterparty at their nearby home.  The cruise had 18 participants this year; the afterparty had approximately 22 to 24 people.

	Chicago
	Of course a tutor brings out people, and so does Shakespeare: everyone is willing to attend a seminar on Shakespeare.  (I think every chapter should have a Shakespeare seminar once a year.)  While not well attended, I was particularly happy with the W.J. Turner seminar, since it brought out a different set of alumni than are usual and provided some interesting discussion.
Least attended: Picnic with only 2 (surprising, as the picnic in 2007 was the best attended event that year with about 30); Opera with "only" 7 (weekday and tickets); most attended: Eva Brann/MacBeth with about 25.

	Denver/Boulder
	Probably the biggest alumni turnout we had was for tutor, Grant Franks and his Blake seminar.  We also had many alumni turn out for our Old Testament, (Jonah and the Whale) seminar as well as for Plato's Republic bks, 6 & 7.

	New York
	The three big events were our annual meeting coupled with two seminars, both on the same reading and led by the two Stickneys. 

	Northern California
	1) The two concurrent seminars on The Sun Also Rises and waltz party on 7/20/08 in the home of Alumna Miyoko Schinner and her family, 70 people.  2) The President Peters seminar and reception on 4/06/08 at a waterfront restaurant, mixed alumni, parents, friends of the college, etc. followed by an alumni dinner in a restaurant hosted by the Santa Fe vice president's office. 3) West Coast croquet match in a park got about 30 alumni with potluck picnics. 4) The New Alumni Welcome Party on 11/16/08 at an art gallery-bar was attended by 30 alumni, fewer than expected but it was the first time doing this.   Best attended seminars were Heidegger on 6/9/08 led by a Johnny now philosophy professor at a nearby university and his wife, also philosophy professor at same university; the Hans Jonas on 1/20/08 with Tutor Phil LeCuyer, and the Alan Turing on 8/31/08 with Tutor David Stephenson.  The first two had about 22 attendees with some attending dinner afterward, the third 16 with a potluck dinner after seminar.

	North Carolina
	


	Philadelphia
	The Candide performance at the Arden Theatre with dinner afterwards in a center city restaurant was the best attended.

Typically, the group waits to RSVP and I send more messages or emails drumming up the troops. When only two had responded by Nov. 30 for the event at my house, I cancelled it. (Note: For the past three years I've felt that Philadelphia should have had a holiday party. This year I scheduled two, one for the classes of 1995-2008 as well, and neither one generated much of a response. For the holiday party at the bar, three responded, one four minutes before the event was scheduled to begin--kind of like I'm doing right now--and one had a funeral at the last minute and couldn't commit to getting there on time. The alumni office sent out three emails to approximately 90 people. Adam Garber also called some alumni as did I. 
So, the year started well, but didn't end well.

	Pittsburgh
	Sunday afternoon parties, Eva's seminar, probably this year it was Chris Nelson's visit.

	Portland
	Our range of numbers is 3 to 8 attendees.  The Michael Pollen was well attended as well as the Jane Austen.  We read one Austen work each year.  Also, the tutor visits are popular.

	Santa Fe
	

	Seattle
	

	Southern California
	Potluck dinner with seminar on The Book of Jonah (Old Testament). It was great to have Irv Hepnner and K.C. Victor open up their home to us for our meetings and we had a nice time at the potluck dinners that followed.  We met every 8 weeks or so – is that enough?  I just followed what feedback I got from the people that attended, in terms of scheduling the events.

	Twin Cities
	

	Washington DC
	Big Bear had the highest attendance of 105.
The day in the country had the highest seminar/lecture attendance of 26.

The average (mean) attendance of seminar/lectures was 13.

The attendance of seminar/lectures ranged from a high of 26 to a low of 7.

Seminar/lectures had 89 separate individuals attending events.
We have so many different people coming to different events . . . estimate is that we had 213 alumni attend at least one event.
The October 13 Happy Hour had alumni from a number of different years (as early as 1933)
Seminars led by tutors tend to be the best attended, though the barbeque brought the biggest group.

	
	

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Ft Worth
	

	Houston
	The tutor led reading was very, very popular.

	Madison, WI
	The Aristotle.

	Phoenix
	The attendance seems consistent throughout the year.  The group has a core group that meets regular with other alum coming to events sporadically.

	Salt Lake City
	The best attended event was when Eva Brann came.  It was not the reading, it was the tutor.

	South Florida
	Highest = 19 for Sam Kutler & Relativity, Lowest = 5 for Pascal's Pensees, Average across all seminars = 9.33.  Both tutor-led seminars were well-attended: 19 for Sam Kutler (Einstein) and 12 for Jim Beall (Thucydides).  Having two tutor visits was an EXCEPTION this year.


	Chapter
	Anything the Chapters Committee, Alumni Association Board, or Alumni Office can do to assist your chapter

	Albuquerque
	

	Annapolis
	I think it might be useful to have a brief 1 page (or shorter) document written on "SJC seminar participation," specifically for alumni.  There is a brief write up in the chapter manual by Eva Brann on seminar etiquette in general, but I could use something more specifically written for alumni seminars.  

	Austin/San Antonio
	I have asked several times about adding mailing lists of current local parents and summer classics participants to our mailing list.  Individually, those people known to us have expressed interest.  So far I have not received an answer.  I have also asked about the ways that alumni are using the web-based information, and whether alumni generally are drifting away from the seminars and toward a more on-line or chat-oriented communication.  I feel that some feedback on this would be helpful to any chapter president.  Perhaps other presidents are concerned about attendance and about planning things that work.  It is not right to expect the College to continue expenses of mailing to these alumni if they are not interested in being a part of a chapter.   

	Boston
	

	Chicago
	The Alumni Office has been very helpful.  There were some partial discussions about getting the deans and the presidents out to visit/lead seminars; and these have not been concluded.  I'd like them to be furthered.

	Denver/Boulder
	Update alumni Info: It would be helpful if a notice were sent out to all of our current chapter alumni to update their contact info so that we can better serve them, ie. contact them.-- and while updating data base please inform alumni of current alumni programs offered on both campus' in 2009-thanks!
It would be wonderful to get the latest updated alumni directory that was promised to chapter leaders. It would also be wonderful to have a visit from another chapter rep or president, such as the New York chapter in 2009. Is this kind of exchange still supported by the Chapters Committee, Carol?  Thanks for all of the ongoing support for the SJC alumni chapters work! Happy New Year!

	New York
	It was a good year.  I spent the first four months agonizing over finding people to run for chapter positions.  With help from Jo Ann Mattson and Michael Bales, I made up a description of each position, then found people who would take them).  My work was made harder because the people who had been helping me during the year or who had expressed interest early on dropped out of the running or moved away.  We got it together in the end, and I am confident they will do a good job in the future.        
Much of our success has been a result of strategic use of the website we kept up for the last four years.  Our webmaster is retiring in June 2009, so we have opted to use the Alumni site.  We find that site very cumbersome, however.  Many alumni find it difficult to sign up, let alone navigate.  I have given a long list of ideas to Ed Grandi and Torii Campbell.  I hope they will find a way to make the site really useful.

	Northern California
	Be generous with tutors.  Can't think of much else--the alumni office has been wonderful.

	North Carolina
	


	Philadelphia
	

	Pittsburgh
	Looking forward to having Jo Ann's young assistant up to speed. Have some gripes lately about the website not being kept up to date. 

	Portland
	

	Santa Fe
	

	Seattle
	

	Southern California
	Hmmmm, I don't think so.  But I have to pass on that an alumni made it very, very, very clear that they were not happy that homecoming takes place on the Jewish high holy days.  It does help to get updated email addresses and new email addresses for local alumni.
Another tutor led event would be good.  The event we had was not a big turnout but it was in the middle of the week and I don't know if we had much notice.

	Twin Cities
	

	Washington DC
	Help with locations for weekend seminars



	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Ft Worth
	

	Houston
	

	Jefferson /Ashland OR
	I was not very happy with the seeming difficulty the alumni has, or had, with the seeming simple request to start a new group. I am also frustrated that the inclusion of our group has still not been made to the list of alumni groups in the two last issues of the College.

	Madison, WI
	

	Phoenix
	

	Salt Lake City
	Thank you

	South Florida
	At this point I'm very satisfied with the support I get from the Alumni Office in Annapolis.  I'm not sure what assistance the Chapters Committee or the Alumni Association Board may provide for us, but I'm willing to listen...
Not sure how other chapters handle this, if at all:  I usually provide a wine & cheese buffet at my own expense for the seminars, but I might not be able to continue to do so next year without some help.  Is it appropriate to ask for "donations" from the members?  Do others chapters collect "dues" to defray similar costs?
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