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2006 Statistics:

   Chapters 
= 19

Chapters completing reports = 16 
   Reading groups
= 5

Reading groups reporting = 3
   Alumni covered by chapters = 8211; by reading groups=605

   Estimated participation:  660-700+ alumni attended at least one chapter or reading group event

Number of events held by chapters:


Twice monthly (19 events) 
= Washington, D. C.


Eleven to 14

= 6 chapters, 1 reading group 


Five to nine 

= 9 chapters, 3 reading groups

     One to two

= 2 chapters, 1 reading group

New chapter presidents for 2006 = 6 (Austin, Denver, North Carolina, Philadelphia, Portland, Seattle)
New reading group president for 2006 = 1 (South Florida) 
Presidents (or representative) attending at least one AA meeting = 11 chapters (2 more attended SJC events) and 1 reading group; 

Outlook for 2007:  

Four reading groups have been quite active this past year, South Florida has petitioned to become a chapter, and others may follow.  

Chapters on a regular schedule (12): Albuquerque, Annapolis, Boston, Chicago, Denver, New York, Pittsburgh, Portland, Seattle, Southern California, Twin Cities, Washington, D. C.

Active chapters with irregular schedules (4): Austin, Philadelphia, Santa Fe

Relatively inactive chapters (3): Baltimore, North Carolina, San Diego

	Chapter
	Contact
Pres=president

Rep=representative
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible
At least one event
Average per event
	 Notes
*Guestimate by Carol

	Albuquerque
	Robert Morgan, Pres
Joseph Pluchinota, Rep
	8 seminar/potlucks
	351
	@40
	10-15
	We have a regular core group of about 10-15, and each seminar we might get a handful of others.  It was a good year. There is a growing steady group, and there were more people who had not attended before.  The discussions are thoughtful and courteous.  

	Annapolis
	Beth Martin Gammon, Pres; Sam Kutler, Rep
	12 seminars
	693
	@40
	12-15
	The chapter continues to have good and regular meetings.  Conversations are usually good.

	Austin
	J. P. Reynolds
	9: 7 seminars, 1 event, 1 performance 
	172
	*15
	
	Special event - visit by Jim Osterholt and Jo Ann Mattson.
Performance – Shakespeare Festival

	Baltimore
	Deborah Cohen, Pres
	1 discussion
	480
	
	
	Inactive

	Boston
	Dianne Cowan, Pres
	8: 6 seminars, 1 lecture/ concert, summer party
	580
	25
	3-20
	8 activities – the chapter has developed a regular monthly meeting date.

	Chicago
	Rick Lightburn, Pres
	7: 5 seminars (2 with tutor visit), 1 picnic/ annual mtg, and holiday party
	385
	*25
	
	Annual report is on the St. John’s website at :http://alumni.stjohnscollege.edu/resource/resmgr/docs/chicago_annual_report.pdf

	Denver/Boulder
	Tom Byrnes, Pres
	12: 10 seminars (4 with picnic, dinner/ tutor, picnic/play, & holiday potluck), 1 stage performance, and 1 social gathering
	295
	@30
	6-20
	2006 was a good year for the Chapter. There were a variety of events and readings, which were generally well attended.

	New York
	Daniel Van Doren, Pres
	14: 1 music night, 1 discussion, 6 seminars (3 tutor visits), 1 film/ discussion, 1 Writer’s night, 1 Annual meeting/tutor visit, 1 cruise-NYC Harbor, 1 Recent grad recept, 1 holiday event
	891
	@75
	15-50
	A very good year, but I wish I could find more people with the same kind of imagination and willingness to get involved as I have.  We’ve got a big chapter and people like what I am doing.  The trouble is that they like me doing it as opposed to them.
Fourteen events 

	North Carolina
	Richard Ross, Pres
	2: 1 dinner/seminar/ tutor visit, seminar
	133
	@20
	
	Two events

	Northern California
	Renaldo Miranda, Pres
	5: 1 special event, 4 seminars (1 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellar’s event-multiple seminars, 1 with lecture)
	725
	120-125
	Sem-

5-16; events- 60-100
	In the Summer of 2006 Deborah Farrell had to step down as chapter president, and I was elected.  We have had an excellent start on starting to reactivate a dormant chapter.  A young johnny is working on a local web site for us; so far we have a local Yahoo group, and an annual newsletter that is really the on-line registration for the Stag's Leap event.  Roxana Zirakzadeh and Brianna Saussy have opened their bookstore-Symposium Great Books Institute, in a central place, and have offered the chapter free use of their space once each month.  We have also cultivated relationship(s) with the Integral Program at St. Mary's College of California (Br. Robert Smith's creation fifty years ago).  They invited us to their annual Robert Smith lecture by Nick Maistrellis on Darwin, and to their Jubilee day with seminars and dinner.  There is much more excitement in the chapter and new involvement. 


	Philadelphia
	Helen Zartarian, Pres
	5: 2 special events, 3 seminars
	463
	@40
	17-27
	Since April of last year, the Philadelphia Chapter has sent mailings/e-mails about 5 different events.  

	Pittsburgh
	Joanne Murray, Pres
	12 seminars
	76
	10
	6-10
	Chapter changed the seminar day which has improved attendance.  The group seems to be established.  The chapter changed its policy on “non-johnny guests which also improved the seminars.” 

	Portland
	Jennifer Rychlik, Pres
	6: Meets every two months: 5 seminars (1 with picnic), 1 visit by Jim Osterholt & Ho and Mattson.
	236
	@14
	6-14
	Alumni from the 70’s thru ’06, plus family members.  I took over the chapter in July and at the request of numerous alumni, we started having seminars at regular times of the year (2nd Sunday of every other month).  We seem to have expanded the participation and I hope it continues. I hope people enjoy our meetings as much as I do.

	San Diego
	Stephanie Rico, Pres
	Our only "activity" is to join the Del Mar Great Books reading group every month.  
	79
	*2
	1-2
	I email out the times and dates when it is sent to my by the group's organizer.  We are limping along.  There is very little response in San Diego.  People remain on the emailing list, but not many attend.  When we had our last real event in 2000 or so, only four people attended. That is why we joined with the Del Mar group.  


	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

/ average per event
	Notes or Comments about how 2006 went for the chapter

	Santa Fe
	Richard Cowles, Pres
	6: 5 seminars (3 tutor visits), 1 holiday party
	547
	80
	6-60
	2006 was very uneven.  Difficult to have volunteers get involved on a consistent basis.  But 2007 experiment with monthly brunch (informal conversation) could make a big difference. 

	Seattle
	Jim Doherty, Pres
	11: 9 seminars,1 visit by Jim Osterholt & Jo Ann Mattson, 1 barbeque/ picnic
	278
	30
	6-10
	Note: first seminar was in April. 

We are holding regular monthly seminars again, after a somewhat disorganized period of two years.

	Southern California
	Elizabeth Eastman, Pres
	8 seminars (one potluck, one short business meeting, one tutor visit)
	421
	12-15
	5-10
	We read several short stories by Melville and were able to build on the previous conversations, even though they took place over several months.  I recommend them to other chapters.  They are short and lend themselves to indepth conversation.

	Twin Cities
	Carol Freeman, Pres
	12 seminars (one with brunch)
	186
	20
	6-14
	We had a particularly good year, several new attendees, great conversations, variety of readings, and one special event – a brunch.  The current theme is ethics.

	Washington DC
	Deborah Papier, Pres
	19: 17 seminars (4 tutors, 1 potluck, 1 day/country), 1 theater event, 1 holiday party/annual mtg
	 1220
	100
	12-25 
	Chapter went very well in 2006.

	Reading groups
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dallas/Ft Worth
	Paula Fulks, Pres
	11: 10 seminars, 1 potluck
	133
	25-30
	8-16
	Regular meetings, considering chartering as a chapter

	Phoenix
	Donna Kurgan, Pres
	6: 1 special event, 5 seminars (? incomplete)
	136
	*15
	
	Start up meeting March 2006.
Special event = visit with Jim Osterholt & Jo Ann Mattson

	South Florida
	Peter Lamar, Pres
Jon Sackson, Rep
	8: 7 seminars, 1 visit by Barbara Goyette & Jo Ann Mattson
	155
	12-15
	4-18
	2006 saw quite a few alumni from around the South Florida area attending.  We decided to apply for Chapter status and submitted the paperwork in late 2006.  We are looking forward to a successful 2007, starting with a seminar on the Tao te Ching on January 27, led by Tutor George Doskow.

	Salt Lake City
	Erin Hanlon, Pres
	6 seminars (1 with tutor visit) 
	53
	17
	5-12
	

	Western New England
	Peter Weis, Pres
	1 seminar
	128
	
	
	Inactive


	Chapter
	Planning session

	Albuquerque
	We still plan from meeting to meeting.  

	Annapolis
	No planning session.  Members of our group are pretty hands off as far as planning the activities and readings.

	Austin
	

	Baltimore
	

	Boston
	No planning session; planning is conducted ad hoc; hoping to have a business meeting/election in April 2007.

	Chicago
	Annual meeting held August 19, 2006, at the Grant Park Music festival in Millennium Park, Chicago.  Officers elected.  Events for remaining of the year announced.

	Denver/Boulder
	Yes, I doubt there will be a planning meeting in 2007. We may devote 15 minutes or half an hour of a seminar to planning, but I hope it will be done via e-mail.

	New York
	I seem to be developing different groups involved in events:  One person each organizing seminars in art, in theatre and in music, with visits to the performances separately, Xhuliana Agolli is working on 20th Century literature, Chris Denny is trying to organize the parties or other get togethers, my father and Dean Hannotte are setting up a discussion group on political philosophy.  I guess we have a lot more we could do if we had the time and more people to help out.   I certainly have ideas that stretch out over the next 2-3 years worth of events.

	North Carolina
	

	Northern California
	


	Philadelphia
	

	Pittsburgh
	We changed our seminar day and now have some additional attendees.  Hooray.

We seem to be an established group now. 

	Portland
	Our planning sessions have taken place over email.  People suggest readings, I ask them to vote, and then we read the top 3.  I haven’t received any complaints, so I’ve kept with it.

	San Diego
	

	Santa Fe
	Had four planning sessions

	Seattle
	We didn't hold a planning session - we discuss organizational issues after seminars, or through our local yahoo group e-mail list.

	Southern California
	We don't have planning sessions.  The members in attendance make suggestions on an ongoing basis.

	Twin Cities
	Planning is done the first 5-25 minutes of each seminar, selecting readings for two to five months ahead.  We read around a theme for a period of time.

	Washington DC
	

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Fort Worth
	

	Phoenix
	

	South Florida
	Informal planning session – We decided to plan seminars further in advance (1 year out).  Decided to become Chapter.

	Salt Lake City
	

	Western New England
	

	Inactive
	

	Houston
	

	Israel
	


	Chapter
	Meeting Venues

	Albuquerque
	Meet at members’ homes (seminars followed by potluck dinner)

	Annapolis
	Randall Dining Hall, Annapolis campus, refreshments served

	Austin
	Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, McCord Community Center

	Baltimore
	

	Boston
	Watertown Free Library with dinner at restaurant afterward (or members’ homes)

	Chicago
	Great Books Foundation (other locations for special events)

	Denver/Boulder
	Moves around – includes Boulder Main Library, members’ homes, restaurant

	New York
	Bear Stearns Office Building, members’ or other homes (other locations for special events)

	North Carolina
	

	Northern California
	Member’s condo clubhouse, member’s home, Stag’s Leap Winery


	Philadelphia
	Moves around, including historic sites, public library

	Pittsburgh
	City Books (bookstore)

	Portland
	Various public libraries

	San Diego
	

	Santa Fe
	Darkey Common Room, Santa Fe campus, and members’ homes

	Seattle
	Downtown  office buildings

	Southern California
	The Churchill (social room in member’s building)

	Twin Cities
	Office building (rented conference room)

	Washington DC
	Cleveland Park Library with dinner at nearby restaurant after (other locations for special events)

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Fort Worth
	Members’ homes

	Phoenix
	Member’s home

	South Florida
	UBS Financial Services (member’s offices)

	Salt Lake City
	Various homes of members

	Western New England
	

	Inactive
	

	Houston
	

	Israel
	


	Chapter
	Particularly well attended events

	Albuquerque
	Plato's Symposium attracted the largest group.

	Annapolis
	Most of the sessions had similar attendance, the 15-20 range.  The Jane Austen meeting in June probably brought out more non-regular participants.

	Austin
	

	Baltimore
	

	Boston
	Summer party (20 people); impromptu social events (movies, “fun” activities) generally draw 7 to 10 people; 12 people in seminar on Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s Harvard address.

	Chicago
	

	Denver/Boulder
	18 people came to the seminar on John Agresto's book, led by him.  The seminar on the Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, lead by Annapolis Tutor, Sam Kutler, was also well attended.

	New York
	All of our events did well this year except for Writer’s Night (about 18) and our Kafka seminar (about 15).   Our party events drew 40- 60 at a time.  Our seminars are getting bigger, with some with as many as 35.

	North Carolina
	

	Northern California
	The dinner with SF VP was very well attended (60), Stag's Leap as always (100), even more so. Last seminar of year on Josef Pieper's Leisure the Basis of Culture well attended (16).  A chapter planning meeting we had was also well attended with about 12.


	Philadelphia
	Sam Kutler's seminar on Ben Franklin

	Pittsburgh
	There were lots of people at the 2005 social who don't come to seminars.  The people who come to seminar always come unless they have a conflicting schedule. 

	Portland
	“Notes from Underground” and “Persuasion” were well attended (each 14).  These two readings were not long and seemed to appeal to a wide variety of people.

Personally, I’d like to expand our meetings beyond seminars – looking at the list of events from other chapters has been helpful.

	San Diego
	

	Santa Fe
	The holiday party -- free food and booze, courtesy of the College.

	Seattle
	The June dinner with Osterholt/Mattson drew a larger group, as did our seminar on "The Scarlet Letter" and the summer picnic.

	Southern California
	All were about the same.

	Twin Cities
	Fourteen people came to a brunch – reading was Hamlet.  We were to have a tutor visit by Chester Burke, Annapolis, who had to cancel at the last minute to be with Brother Robert.

	Washington DC
	Special seminars, holiday party were best attended.  Regular Tuesday night seminars: 12-14; special weekend seminars with tutors and receptions, 25. 

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Fort Worth
	The Man Who Would Be King, with Mike and Eleanor Peters as guests, stands out as having a crowd around the table.  There were a couple of others well attended--Why I Am Not a Christian had probably 16 people.

	Phoenix
	

	South Florida
	Our best attended event was the dinner with Jo-Ann Mattson et al.  The best attended seminar was "Will to Power" by Nietzsche.

	Salt Lake City
	Plato's Apology and Aristophanes' The Clouds

	Western New England
	

	Houston
	

	Israel
	


	Chapter
	Anything the Chapters Committee, Alumni Association Board, or Alumni Office can do to assist your chapter

	Albuquerque
	We keep every-thing very simple and very predictable.  It works for us.

	Annapolis
	Perhaps the alumni office could assist in locating a tutor to lead a seminar in 2007.  We haven't had any "guest tutors" at our group in awhile.  Readings for April-December are still undetermined, so any of those sessions would be fine for a tutor to come.  We meet 2nd Saturday of each month.

	Austin
	

	Baltimore
	

	Boston
	We are showing great promise of doing much better in 2007; we already have seminars planned through April; we have a new home for seminars; and more younger alumni are not only showing up but becoming active.  We will be looking to the Alumni Office for help with tutor visits and possibly funding for a summer social event.

	Chicago
	

	Denver/Boulder
	

	New York
	Teach me how to recruit others to help me run the chapter.  Maybe hold a workshop with some role playing.  

Comments: We’ve developed our own email list of 650 addresses, and I think we have refined our web site better and better.  I wish you all had been interested in using what we have.  I think it is more useful than what the college gave us.  This year, for ticketed events, I found a website that lets me sell any number of tickets I want over the internet for a small fee for each person.  That’s how we will be selling tickets to performances.  Sort of like a mini-Ticketmaster.

	North Carolina
	

	Northern California
	Send us more tutors.
Other comments: I would like to do a seminar series on the best work of some of the tutors on the great books, for example, Jacob Klein on the Meno, or Eva Brann on the music of the Republic, as a way of honoring our tutors and showing/reminding ourselves that "first rate academic work" is produced at the College, unlike the dim view often taken by those who do not know the College but have heard of it.  Perhaps something like this can be tried, and if found attractive replicated elsewhere, perhaps it could be part of some anniversary celebration.  My knowledge of past tutors’ work is limited, so I would appreciate anyone who has names and titles to contribute to a prospective reading list.  This might also include the New Program's "grand tutors," Heidegger, Hartmann, Husserl, etc.  Anyone interested, welcome to contact me.  

Also, would the Alumni Association be interested in doing something toward gathering up the history of tutors’, alumni’s, and friend's contributions, perhaps a library repository and/or on-line repository?  


	Philadelphia
	

	Pittsburgh
	The alumni office funds things sometimes - tutor visits, social events...  I'd like to have some funding guidelines so that I'd know whether I was asking for too much or expecting too little. 

	Portland
	We would really like to have a tutor visit.  I have spoken with the coordinator in Santa Fe via email, but I need to follow-up with it.  

Other comment:  This has been a good exercise in getting me to think about how to expand/improve on what we’re doing.  Thanks!  

	San Diego
	Not really.  Clone me?  Make the day longer? I simply don't have time to do this at this point in my life; it's enough to forward the DelMar schedule each month.  What we may do is switch to the Downtown reading group.  It's also a "Great Books" reading group, but I believe they adhere to the "questions" at the end of the readings less vehemently (the main complaint from Johnnies about the Del Mar group).

	Santa Fe
	Alumni Office to provide viable email capability.


	Seattle
	Continue the great work that you do supporting the local alumni chapters!

Comment:  We don't have a chapter representative to the Alumni Board, but I'll discuss that issue after the next seminar reading, to see if anyone wants to take on that role.

	Southern California
	Explain the current structure of the Alumni Office in Annapolis and Santa Fe.  Why is there a junior person in Santa Fe in the capacity of Assistant Director and a Director in Annapolis?  Is this the case with other administrative positions (i. e. senior persons in Annapolis and junior persons in Santa Fe) at the Annapolis and Santa Fe campuses?

Can we be given advance notice of when the Presidents and Vice Presidents plan to visit our area?  I had to read about an upcoming visit of the Santa Fe President to the LA area in a publication.  A little coordination and advance planning goes a long way.

	Twin Cities
	Everything runs perfectly smoothly for us.  We probably should look at some of the people who live quite far away, particularly in Wisconsin and see if anyone wants to start a reading group in Wisconsin.

	Washington DC
	

	Reading groups
	

	Dallas/Fort Worth
	The Communications Office and Alumni office are doing a good job getting out information about the DFW Reading Group meetings via postings on the Alumni website and the postcards sent to metroplex alumni.

	Phoenix
	

	South Florida
	Keep up the good support, especially in helping us communicate our activities through the website and mailed announcements to alumni.

	Salt Lake City
	

	Western New England
	

	Inactive
	

	Houston
	

	Israel
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