St. John’s College Alumni Association

Summary of Chapter 
Annual Reports – January 2005 through December 2005


Prepared by the Strengthening Chapters Action Team 

Carol Freeman (Twin Cities Chapter), Chair

January 23, 2006
2005 Statistics:

   Active chapters 
= 18

Chapters completing reports = 15 of the 16 requested
   Inactive 
= 3

Reading groups reporting = 2 of the 3 requested
   Active reading groups
= 3

Alumni within chapters = 6683; in reading groups=501
   Estimated participation:  900-1000 alumni attended at least one chapter event or one reading group event
                                          (825-950 one chapter event and 75-85 one reading group event).
Number of events held by chapters:


Twice monthly 
= Washington, D. C.


Monthly or more
= 6 chapters 


Five or more 
= 13 chapters (included 7 in above two categories) and 3 reading groups

New presidents for 2006 = 3 (Austin, Philadelphia, and Seattle/Puget Sound)

New representatives for 2006 = 1 (Albuquerque)

Presidents (or representative) attending at least one AA meeting = 11 chapters (2 more attended SJC events); attending at least two AA meetings = 8 chapters.
Outlook for 2006:  
Eleven (11) chapters will likely have the number of events in 2006 that they had in 2005 though most continue to look for ways to involve more people in leadership and to increase attendance.  Six (6) chapters are likely to have more events than in the past year because they have new presidents, were recently reactivated, or have set higher goals for the coming year.  Two chapters are currently seeking new leadership, or in one of these chapters, the current leadership may become active again.  

The three reading groups have been quite active this past year, and if they petition to be chapters, the Strengthening Chapters Action Team would recommend they be chartered.

Each year, there are alumni who would like to make contact with others in their area because they are “starving for some intellectual discourse.”  In late 2005, alumni in Indianapolis, Phoenix, and Atlanta have requested assistance in starting a reading group in their area.  Atlanta and Phoenix are currently scheduling initial events.
In their reports, chapters responded to several questions.  Some answers are in the tables below and others follow.  [Note:  The quotes may not be exact words though the sense has not been changed.  They may have been shortened or combined from two different questions.]
1. Were there any particularly well-attended events or readings?

Austin:  The seminar for Malamud’s The Assistant was particularly well-attended, by about 20 people.
New York City:  The Recent Graduate Reception (September) was the biggest event at about 90 people. “I worked hard to get as many alumni as I could from as many different disciplines as possible to give the recent graduates a broad sense of the possibilities for them.  We did a lot of networking at that event.”
“The Peters Reception was also popular (we had a lot of help from Stefanie Takacs). We worked hard to get as many Santa Fe graduates there as we could, partly because I thought they would be particularly interested in hearing what Mike Peters had to say, and partly because I wanted him to connect with them.  A lot of very recent graduates came to this event.  We had about 75.”
“The biggest seminar crowd came for the Baudelaire Seminar led by both Kalkavage and Higuera. With so many people (38), I arranged at the last moment for a second room so that we could run two parallel seminars.  I think that worked quite well.”
Pittsburgh:  “For the seminar on liberal education, we had a person come all the way from Cleveland!”  The holiday party had about 20 people.  “We showed the St. John’s video, which everyone enjoyed.”  

Portland:  The seminar on Frankenstein with a tutor present was the best attended—always more response when a tutor is in town.  

Santa Fe:  22 people attended the seminar on Tich Nach Hahn, The Heart of Understanding.

Salt Lake City:  Best attended was the seminar of The Myth of Sisyphus by Albert Camus, led by Santa Fe tutor Robert Sacks.
Boulder/Denver:  “The seminar/picnic/Shakespeare Festival play is always well attended.”  

Miami/South Florida:  “Best attendance was registered for Eumenides and Nietzsche's Use and Abuse of History.  Use and Abuse featured John Verdi, who is fondly known to many.  Eumenides was harder to figure.  We had several new faces at this one.  Perhaps it had to do with hurricane season?”  
Southern California:  “The seminars led by tutors always have increased attendance including some who have never participated previously.”
Northern California: “As usual, the event at Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars was the best-attended event, with four seminars, a picnic, and a tour of Warren and Barbara Winiarski’s winery.”
Boston:  The social events (which included the potluck after the business meeting) were a big hit and helped strengthen the chapter.  “We had done social events in the past, but we had let them slide for a while.”
2. Is there anything the Strengthening Chapters Action Team, the Alumni Association Board, or the Alumni Office could do to assist your chapter?  

Annapolis:  Would like ideas from chapters on how to get people more involved in planning/suggesting readings and also in being willing to come up with opening questions.  “Usually my group relies on me to do this, and I haven’t been able to figure out how to spread the responsibility around.”
Portland:  “We would like any recommendations that anyone might have in terms of increasing attendance.”
Salt Lake City:  “It would be helpful if there was somewhere I could go to find readings that other chapters have had success with.  We had had some trouble finding good short readings that everyone will find interesting and will lead to good discussion.  I also have the problem that I do not know how to lead a good seminar, and I am afraid that the quality of our conversations suffers because of it.”
“I appreciate all the work that everyone in both alumni offices do.  It cannot be easy dealing with all the different groups and events and all their demands.  I want to say thank you to Marni, Jo Ann, and Dolores especially.”
Baltimore:  Chapter is hoping that some of the younger alums who have contacted the president this year would take on more of the organizing responsibilities . . . “I was trying to get more participation from other alums in that way so that I am not the sole organizer.  That would really boost the chapter.  I am not sure how to get action from people who say they want to offer assistance.  Seems to be good intentions on their parts, but not much follow through.  If other alums were more active in organizing chapter events, the chapter would become more lively.”
Pittsburgh:  “Everyone is very helpful!”

Santa Fe:  Keep marketing the On-Line Community.
Boulder/Denver:  “Attendance for events in 2005 was low compared to historical numbers.  This has been a concern for chapter members, and we have been looking at ways to reverse this trend.  We would like ideas for increasing attendance, as well as insuring timely transmittal of mailed notices to the chapter.”
Miami/South Florida:  “Everyone has been most supportive.  Jo Ann Mattson and Barbara Goyette were the ones who catalyzed our coming together as a group, for which we are most thankful.  We would thank Jo Ann and Dolores Strissel for their great help in getting the word out to all south Florida alumni/ae as well.  This has helped draw new people into the group.   We would be most appreciative for any help Strengthening Chapters can give us today re ‘what's working,’ and ‘best practices.’”
“Email is what holds us together.   Knowing this, it is frustrating to see that many alums have not yet registered on the on-line registry.  To promote this we ask Dolores to include a reminder to register on every meeting announcement card she sends out for us.  I would suggest that the AA have a couple of computers at Homecoming by the registration tables so people can register on-line right then and there.”
Southern California:  “The AA Board, in conjunction with the Alumni Office, can clarify the initiatives that the College would like to pursue with the chapters.”
New York City:  “I need the College/Alumni Association to pay my bills for events that they co-host faster. . . .I could also use some hired help, possibly a full-time paid assistant.  We'd like the more administrative tasks of the web site to be taken over by the Online Registry (registration for events, notices to members, etc.), but that requires that the registry become an opt-out system.”
Washington, DC:  “Help us locate alumni or friends of the college who could provide space for the special weekend seminars. These could be office conference rooms, condominium or apartment party rooms, or rooms in their houses.” 
Boston: “I would like to conduct a survey of alumni but am not sure how to get started.  In particularly, I want to know what kind of events they are interested in, what locations are convenient, and who would be interested in helping!”
3. Did your chapter have a planning session for 2006 activities?

Albuquerque:  “We decide what, when, and where for the following meeting at the end of each meeting.  That way, new people can participate.”
Austin:  Will probably have one in February 2006.
Boulder/Denver:  “We hold a chapter planning session each fall.  Our 2006 activities are not significantly different from the past.  We do want to make sure that we include more tutor led events than last year.”
Miami/South Florida:  “In our group, planning is an ongoing process.  The process now involved more people, so that is a change.  We are planning further ahead as well, particularly planning readings for the entire year, and planning which tutor(s) to invite down.”
New York City:  New Events for 2006 - 2007:  [Shortened, contact president@sjcalums.com for more.)
All-Polity Discussion Series - We are having our own seminar on this topic, with accompanying text, Liberal Education by Mark Van Doren.   

Other ideas:  seminars on Art & Architecture, seminar on Film, Music Night, authors' Book Nights, 
Schooner Trip, investigating public readings of Great Books—either as part of seminars with alumni or to the general public, we'd like to do a wine tasting, potential seminar on the performing arts (a ballet or an opera), potential visit to an off-Broadway play, followed by a seminar, visit to Metropolitan Museum of Arts in small groups (possibly led by Jason Walsh's wife, Judith), visit to a Musical Instrument Workshop (the make violins, cellos and violas), and we'd like to try to set up some Panel Discussions of various disciplines.

Boston: “We did planning at an annual meeting and potluck in November.  We would like to continue social events which seemed to be popular this past year.  Some ideas included: regular monthly “bar nights,” visits to the Museum of Fine Arts on free Wednesdays, potential party at Ginger Kenney’s house on Block Island.  We will borrow the NYC chapter idea and have a networking reception in the fall.”
“We also discussed seminar attendance.  It has been spotty, anywhere from very large turnouts—Chris Nelson and Sam Kutler brought large crowds—to very small.  We discussed whether our usual day, time, and location works and whether having rotating locations and days might work better.”
4. Please give any comments about how 2005 went for your chapter. 
Miami/South Florida:  “Excellent.  This was a year of becoming established.  What has been established:  a serious intent; way of making decisions about what we want to read; a standard of quality for the seminars; a rough schedule for the future (8 seminars a year); and leadership.  What hasn't been established: leadership succession; consistent delegation of responsibilities; non-seminar events (except for Jo Ann and Barbara coming down here and having a party); becoming an official chapter.”  
Austin:  “A successful year.”
New York City:  “It went splendidly, and I am only sorry that there were not more weeks in the year for us to try out new things.”
Santa Fe: “A bit uneven, but 2006 is looking better.”  

Northern California: “2005 was more active than 2004, and we tried to institute some systems to get more people involved, including starting an email list and organizing roughly monthly seminars.  Our planning sessions usually take place at or shortly after the summer picnic event.  We planned seminars and other events through the spring.  Our hope is that the seminars will continue to happen as we planned.”
	Chapter
	Contact
Pres=president

Rep=representative
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible
At least one event
Average per event
	 Notes

	Albuquerque
	Robert Morgan, Pres
Joseph Pluchinota, Rep
	7 seminar/potlucks
	287
	30
	8-20
	This chapter keeps things simple and consistent so that the chapter runs itself.  

	Annapolis
	Beth Martin Gammon, Pres
	11 seminars, 1 luncheon with Pres. Nelson
	568
	50
	15-20
	It was an interesting and unique experience to have an author (Elliott Zuckerman) participate in a seminar.  Tutors attended the Einstein seminar—champagne toast to Einstein after the seminar.
We have a good core group of seminar participants, and the seminars usually go very well and are enjoyed by all.

	Austin
	John Strange, 2005 Pres
Charles Claunch, new Pres
	6 seminars, 1 dinner and ballroom dancing
	156
	60
	6-20
	Goal for 2006 is to meet every month, at least a couple of dinners, with at least one meeting in the other big city in our areas, San Antonio. 
http://ccclaunch.typepad.com/sjc_austin_alums/

	Baltimore
	Deborah Cohen, Pres
	2 seminars, 1 holiday party 
	478
	30
	11-24
	Reactivated in September.  Chapter is working on having more people take organizing responsibilities, particularly younger alums.  Sam Kutler led the Einstein seminar and Eva Brann led Dinesen’s Sorrow Acre.

	Boston
	Dianne Cowan, Pres
	6 seminars, 2 events, annual mtg/potluck dinner, and party
	490
	25
	4-20
	Two special events included: an Evening of Conversation with Presidents Christopher Nelson and Michael Peters at the Fogg Museum; and dinner cruise on the Sudbury River.

	Boulder/Denver
	Lee Katherine Goldstein, Pres
Elizabeth Jenny, Rep
	8 seminars, 2 performances, poetry reading, annual mtg 
	248
	12
	6
	Seminars included a seminar/movie/ potluck dinner, seminar/picnic/Shakespeare Festival play, seminar/annual elections, and seminar/holiday party.  

	Chicago
	Rick Lightburn, Pres.
	5 seminars, 5 events, and holiday party
	340
	
	
	Events included a field trip to historic site, Grant Park symphony performance, tour of Historic Auditorium Theatre, talk by Salman Rushdie, and reception with President Nelson and President Peters.

	Houston
	
	Inactive
	
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	Inactive
	
	
	
	January 31, 2006, Eva Brann spoke on “The Music of Plato’s Republic” at The Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities in Memory of Prof. Shlomo Pines.  Dinner for alumni with Miss Brann the night before.


	Chapter
	Contact
Pres=president

Rep=representative
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

Average per event
	 Notes

	New York
	Daniel Van Doren, Pres
	9 seminars (S), annual business meeting, recent graduate reception (R), and holiday party (P)
	780
	200
	S:15-38
R:70-90 P:35-40
	Chapter president wrote, “The year went splendidly, and I am only sorry that there were not more weeks in the year for us to try out new things.”  The chapter has ambitious plans for 2006.  http://www.sjcalums.com/nyc/
“We have a very exciting website that involves a lot of work, most of it by Dean Hannotte (A68).  We've added registration links to every one of our events with reminder functions so you don't forget them.  We have profiles on some alumni, and have even published an essay on Phenomenology by Tony Hardy (A50).   We are considering pod-casts of the Authors' Readings or the Public Readings.” 

	North Carolina
	Susan Eversole, Pres
	Special Event
	144
	30
	NA
	May 5, 2005, Jo Ann Mattson & Barbara Goyette hosted a dinner for alumni in the Raleigh/Durham/Chapel Hill area at Restaurant Le Residance.

	Northern California
	Deborah Farrell, Pres
	Summer Wine Cellar event (SW), 2 seminars (S)
	328
	80
	S=5-10
SW=75
	Annual tours on the grounds of Wren and Barbara Winiarski’s Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars with picnic, seminars, and annual meeting.


	Philadelphia
	Helen Zartarian, new Pres
	Special event, and 1 seminar/dinner
	415
	
	
	Evening of conversation with Presidents Nelson and Peters at the Rodin Museum.

	Pittsburgh
	Robert Hazo, 2005 Pres

(died in January 2006)

Joanne Murray, Pres
	12 seminars, 2 events (dress rehearsal-Faust, Gounod, and holiday party/book exchange)
	66
	16
	6-10
	Chapter has had some interesting new people coming to seminar.  They are going to reassess the seminar day to find another day that may draw more people.  People like the opera/theater events.  

	Portland
	Lake Perriguey, Pres
	5 seminars
	153
	20
	5-10
	Chapter will add Vancouver, WA, to their area and will use their chapter list to contact alums.

	San Diego
	Stephanie Rico, Pres
	Inactive
	
	
	
	

	Santa Fe
	Richard Cowles, Pres
	2 poker nights, 6 seminars/discussion
	546
	50
	12
	At the annual meeting, some new volunteers took on responsibility for monthly events.


	Chapter
	Contact

Pres=president

Rep=representative
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

Average per event
	 Notes

	Seattle/Greater Puget Sound 
	Amina Brandt, 2005 Pres

Jon Bever, new Pres
	1 seminar
	211
	
	NA
	Eva Brann led a seminar on Fyodor Dostoyevski’s A Ridiculous Man.

	Southern California
	Elizabeth Eastman. Pres
	7 seminars and 1 discussion with author
	351
	40
	8-15
	It was a very difficult year because one of our regular members committed suicide.  The group still feels a very real sense of loss.

	Twin Cities
	Carol Freeman, Pres
	11 seminars and 1 seminar/dinner
	151
	21
	7-11
	Eleven alumns read Ulysses for five seminars.  This was probably one of the chapter’s best years for number of different alumni attending.

	Washington DC
	Deborah Papier, Pres
Jean Dickason, Rep
	20 Tuesday seminars (TS), 2 weekend seminars-(WS) (1 with Sunday brunch, 1 with day in the country-), and holiday party/book exchange/annual mtg 
	968
	110
	TS=9-15

WS= 25+
	Weekend seminars (with tutors and meals), especially “A Day in the Country” with Miss Brann, were well attended.  The holiday party had 40 alumni, plus 6 guests, including a prospective student.

	TOTALS
	
	
	6683
	Estimate: approximately 825-950 attended at least one chapter event – does not include Philanthropia or other college events.


	Reading groups 
	and Special Events
	
	
	
	
	

	Greater Atlanta

(Athens/Macon)
	Several alums working to start a group in 2006.
	February 17, 2005, Special event 
	111
	30
	NA
	Jo Ann Mattson & Barbara Goyette host a dinner for Atlanta area alumni at Atkins Park.

	Miami/South Florida
	Jonathan Sackson,
Pedro Martinez-Fraga,

Founders and informal leaders
	7 seminars
	217
	16
	6-12
	As group ramps up, attendance is averaging 10-12 by end of 2005.  “Additionally, we have a fairly active email list locally, so the total contacts in any given month were fairly high.”

	Salt Lake City
	Erin Hanlon
	6 seminars
	  45
	18
	6-14
	Started with an informal get together November 11, 2004, with Tutor David Starr.
Have a core group of six people who never miss a seminar.

	Western New England
	Peter Weis
	5 seminars, 1 discussion of a movie
	128
	
	
	

	
	
	
	501
	Estimate:  approximately 75-85 attended at least one reading group event
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