St. John’s College Alumni Association

Summary of Chapter Events – January 2004 through December 2004


	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible
At least one event
Average per event
	Notes

	Albuquerque
	Bob Morgan
	6 seminar/potlucks
	310
	~35
	10-12
	Nothing special, just our regular routine. Hesse’s Siddhartha was a big draw.

	Annapolis
	Beth Martin
	12 seminars, luncheon, and 2 receptions
	577
	30-50
	10 (up to 30)
	Luncheon hosted by President Nelson, 2 networking receptions for juniors and seniors (one with Baltimore and Washington, D.C.)

	Austin
	John Strange
	10 seminars
	138
	
	
	

	Baltimore
	Deborah Cohen
	5 seminars, reception
	480
	
	
	Reception for juniors and seniors with Annapolis and Wash. D.C.

	Boston
	Ginger Kenney
	13 seminars (one with business meeting)
	493
	40-50
	12 (4 to 24)
	It was an excellent year for the chapter. The seminar topics were quite varied. Most of the seminars were reasonably well attended, and the faces varied from event to event, including a few new people at each. Ginger was especially pleased that they had a large number of volunteer seminar leaders from among the Boston constituency.

	Boulder/ Denver
	Lee Katherine Goldstein
	10 seminars (1 potluck, 1 social), 1 business mtg, and 1 poetry reading/potluck
	238
	4-16 (ave 6 at sem)
	35
	We started a chapter e-mail group, and received input from some alumni who indicated a desire to bring children to chapter events.  In response, we have planned a couple of events for 2005 which children will be invited to attend.  

	Chicago
	Richard Lightburn
	7 seminars, 1 planning mtg/potluck picnic, and 1 holiday party
	340
	
	
	

	Jerusalem
	
	Inactive
	
	
	
	

	New York City
	Daniel Van Doren
	5 seminars, 7 movie nights, 1 annual mtg, 1 reception, 1 picnic, and 1 holiday party
	762
	50-100?
	30-35 sem, 5-10 movies
	 June annual meeting: new president and officers and plans for the rest of the year.  On track to hold within 12 months since May of last year 26 events:  11 seminars, 11 movie nights, a picnic, a Recent Graduate Reception, a General Meeting, and a winter Holiday Party.  They expanded their web site significantly this year.

	North Carolina
	Susan Eversole
	Inactive
	144
	
	
	

	Northern California
	Deborah Farrell
	8 seminars and 1 picnic with choices of seminars
	563
	
	
	


	Philadelphia
	Bart Kaplan
	1 seminar, 1 theater
	415
	
	
	Theater: Philadelphia Shakespeare Festival production

	Pittsburgh
	Joanne Murray
	12 seminars (3 with dinner)
	66
	12-15
	6-10
	Pittsburgh feels it had another good year in which they tried some new things.  Their non-alumni participants contribute a lot.

	Portland
	Lake Perriguey
	4 seminars
	168
	
	
	Began meeting in July, regularly since October.

	San Diego
	Stephanie Rico
	
	79
	
	
	


	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Total Alumni   possible

At least one event

/ average per event
	Notes

	Santa Fe
	Richard Cowles
	6 seminars, 1 tea party, 1 business mtg
	553
	45
	12-15
	The biggest turnout of the year was for the “Tea Party” – if you don’t count the new alumni “poker lab” which will continue monthly.

	Seattle/     Puget Sound
	Amina Brandt
	7 seminars (1 w/ dinner & tutor), one social event
	184
	17
	10
	The year went very well – “we have had some great seminars.”  July 11 seminar had visiting tutor (Nancy Buchenauer), 17 alumni participated.

	Southern California
	Elizabeth Eastman
	6 seminars (one with Eva Brann)
	329
	20
	10-14
	We have a 50/50 split of Annapolis and SF graduates who attend chapter events.  There was a real sense of appreciation that a tutor from Annapolis would come to Southern California to lead a seminar. 

	Twin Cities
	Carol Freeman
	12 seminars (2 with film and potluck)
	146
	15
	3-12
	Ended theme of “Who are we as American’s?” and began theme of “odysseys”

	Washington DC
	Deborah Papier Jean Dickason
	15 seminars, 1 holiday and annual meeting, 1 reception
	987
	125
	12
	One seminar was “A Day in the Country” at Sharon Bishop’s with Eva Brann leading.  Reception was for juniors and seniors with Annapolis and Baltimore.  The chapter maintains a yahoo group that sends messages to about 200 members, giving information about upcoming seminars and events.    The college website also promotes the chapter, provides a list of contacts and keeps an up-to-date list of events.  

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reading groups 
	and Inquiries
	
	
	
	
	

	Central New Jersey
	Heather Giles Watts, SF'92
	
	122
	
	
	Post card sent out to explore interest.

	Dallas/Fort Worth
	Paula Fulks
	1 seminar
	73
	
	
	

	Houston
	
	Inactive
	75
	
	
	

	Kansas City 
	Ed Macierowski
	
	
	
	
	Interest explored by sending out a postcard.

	Miami
	Jonathan Sackson

Pedro Martinez-Fraga
	2 receptions, 1 seminar
	77
	
	
	Receptions in Miami and West Palm Beach hosted by VP Barbara Goyette and Jo Ann Mattson to explore interest.  [Note: are 217 alumni in all of Florida.]

	Missoula
	Russ Dibble/Kira Heater
	1 business meeting and 1 seminar
	60
	
	
	Business meeting was about forming a chapter.

	Salt Lake City
	Erin Hanlon
	1 seminar
	22
	
	
	Seminar offered to explore interest in the area.

	Western New England
	Peter Weis
	2 seminars
	128
	
	
	Reactivated in September.


Chapter found some events brought out more alums than others.

Albuquerque: his year Hesse’s Siddhartha was a big draw.  A couple of years ago C. Jung’s Modern Man in Search of a Soul was a crowd pleaser.  As newcomers join us they always say that they have been receiving the cards in the mail for a while, but the time was not convenient.  Sometimes they say that they were particularly attracted to a certain book or author (i.e., Siddhartha).
Annapolis:  Herodotus actually drew some new members.  People seemed to like the seminar series of reading a book over several meetings.  This is the first time we did that.

Boston: Seminars led by tutors are always particularly popular. Red Harvest was a surprise hit that also sparked off a conversation via the Boston chapter mailing list. This conversation even drew in a few people who had not attended the seminar.
Boulder/Denver: Attendance increases with Tutor visits in January and October.  Often, different alumni will attend the social events as opposed to the seminars.
New York: We had 35 for a seminar on Plato’s Ion in November.  We had Mr. Beall come up from Annapolis.  The conversation went well, and I got a lot of good feedback on it.  New York usually has good attendance at the reception at the National Arts Club for recent graduates.  This year it was not as well attended though they still got 40 people on October 13th in competition with a playoff game between the Yankees and Red Sox, plus one of the Presidential Debates.  

Pittsburgh:  The Tempest seminar, led by visiting tutor Michael Wolfe, was very well attended.  The Einstein seminar (with tutor Sam Kutler) might have also been very well attended, except that it occurred on Saturday and so many people had conflicts.

Southern California:  Eva Brann’s seminar was the best attended.  “We have a 50/50 split of Annapolis and SF graduates who attend chapter events and there was a real sense of appreciation that a tutor from Annapolis would come to Southern California to lead a seminar.” 

Other Chapter highlights
Albuquerque: We probably function too informally to suit the Alumni Association, but we operate very smoothly.  Our discussions are pleasant and friendly.  Everyone is encouraged to participate. We enjoy each other’s company and look forward to our next gathering.
New York:  We’ve expanded our web site significantly this year.  We added a feature that allows you to sign up for an event through the site.  The list is available to me as the chapter president when it comes time to know who is coming to a seminar, for instance.  Our webmaster. Dean Hannotte, designed the site so that it could be used by other chapters, and he would be willing to support their sites if they wanted it (for a fee).

Washington, D. C.:  Two special events attracted some of our alumni.  Alka Kothari hosted a potluck-playreading where we read “Much Ado About Nothing.”  We were fortunate to have two theater directors (one who is our very own Gretchen Jacobs A’88) as helpful readers/advisors and Bill Ross to read the part of Dogberry.  Great fun was shared by all.  Many of us got to see the play at the Free-for-All at the Carter Baron Amphitheater the following week and we discussed the play in a June seminar.  

On June 5th of this year, the college helped us sponsor a chapter day in the country.  Sharon Bishop, known to all as a most generous alum, volunteered her wonderful country house in Markham, Virginia as a site for a catered luncheon and seminar.  JoAnn Matson, director of Alumni Affairs at the Annapolis campus brought Eva Brann who led a seminar on “The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.”  We had to separate the seminar into participants and watchers due to the terrific turn-out.  This year the never-relenting rain failed to keep chapter members from gathering for food, drink and great conversation.

Chapter dues

Albuquerque has no dues, just potlucks, and volunteers.
Annapolis has no dues.  The alumni office may provide some $ for coffee and donuts.  Seminars held at the College.

Boston doesn’t do events that have costs because they don’t have the wherewithal to handle money.
Boulder/Denver: does not have dues. The only costs associated with operating the chapter have been small photocopy charges and charges for the room at the Denver Public Library ($20 per meeting).  The president usually pays those.  
New York collects dues, at suggested rates of $10 for the most recent 5 classes, $20, for the next five and $30 for people more than 10 years out.  We’ve had this same structure for 20 years.  We ask people to give more if they can, and many do.  We collect dues through a Paypal link on our web site, and we send out a monthly on-line newsletter in which we ask for dues and thank all who have given previously (we list their names on the letter).  Recently we sent out a test mailer to about one fourth of the area alumni with an appeal for dues (we enclosed a return envelope—no stamp—and a form requesting information about the alumnus).  This appeal generated approximately $1,100, after deducting for the cost of the paper, envelopes and stamps.  We also collect fees at seminars, usually $5-10 at each event.  We pass around an envelope and ask people to pay what they can.  It’s on the honor system and we usually cover our expenses.  Events involving a tutor cost us about $70 between a gift and dinner.  Sometimes we need to pay for the room we use—the Princeton Club, our traditional meeting place costs $250 for the night.  Lately, we have been holding some of our events at the office of Bear Stearns, courtesy of Warrant Spector (A81).  The room is free but we must make sure to get a list of attendees to the security desk by the afternoon before the event.

Twin Cities collects money annually to pay for rent of a conference room.  Those who regularly attend voluntarily contribute about $20 each.
Pittsburgh does not spend money.
Seattle/Puget Sound has no dues.  They rely on alumni outreach office for postcard invitations and social events are individually funded.
Southern California:  There are no operating costs except for the paper plates and cups used for the potluck that follows each seminar.  We do not collect dues, but any excess money remaining from taking a tutor to dinner is kept by the chapter to replenish paper goods.

Washington, D. C.  We collect $15/year from members.  These funds are kept by the chapter treasurer who submits reports to the president 4 or 5 times a year.  The funds are collected at chapter events and through the mail. The newsletter gives a mailing address for sending dues.

Is there anything the Strengthening Chapters Action Team, the Alumni Association Board, or the Alumni Office could do to assist your chapter? 

Austin:  Two suggestion: provide childcare at meetings; inviting current students to come to chapter meetings during winter break and summer vacations.
Boston:  We have two related problems in this chapter: We are not set up to handle money, and we can’t seem to get social events off the ground. I don’t know if you all can help with this (I do think we’re going to have a College-sponsored wingding in mid-March 2005, and am very much looking forward to it). Other than this, let’s just keep those tutors coming!
New York:  We also want to expand our services as a networking resource, but we need to know what kind of work people do and where they can be reached.  When alumni come to the city, I get requests for jobs, apartment, connections, and I could use the information that a registry would have on hand.  

-We need the Association to get the alumni registry up and running without further delay.  We have a hard enough time on our own keeping our list of addresses, emails, and phone numbers current.  

-We’ve found that our structure of four chapter officers isn’t enough to handle all our needs.  We need reliable people to handle issues of publicity, fund raising, web development, event planning, seminar administration, etc.  We are now looking to expand our Board to include another 8-10 volunteers, including former chapter officers.  We will be having our first meeting on Feb. 3rd.

-Choosing readings for seminars is the hardest thing for me.  I have found that it is better to select the reading first, then find the leader for it. It would be helpful if we could create an archive list of past readings with comments as to how well these worked.  Even without the comments, a list that I could download from the College web site would be very helpful without having to contact the various chapter presidents.
Southern California:  Better coordination regarding tutor visits.  
Washington, D.C.: Having a master list of all seminar readings done by chapters would be helpful in planning readings.  Sources of readings and suggestions for opening questions would be helpful, too.  This list could be kept on the college web site.
