St. John’s College Alumni Association

Summary of Chapter Events – January 2002 through December 2002


Note: The fourth column gives (for some chapters) the number of alumni in the chapter’s area (possible), an estimate of the total number of alumni who came to at least one event during the year (total), and the number who attend each event.

	Chapter
	Contact
	Events
	Alumni possible
At least one event/ average per event
	Notes

	Albuquerque
	Bob Morgan
	6 seminar/potlucks 
	305 possible

30 total /12 event
	Readings are provided online at site of Richard Coughlin, http://www.unm.edu/~coughlin/, Univ. of New Mexico
Called lots of alumni two years ago to build attendance.

	Annapolis
	Beth Martin
	11 monthly seminars (one tutor visit)
	427 possible
30 total /10 to 15 event
	Newly revived chapter, starting to look at planning other types of events.

	Austin
	Bev Angel
	11 seminars (one with potluck and annual mtg)
	134 possible

	Austin meets on the 13th of the month.

	Baltimore
	Deborah Cohen
	2 events: (1 seminar: led by alums; 1 brunch
	304 possible

 7 to 12 seminars/
30+ family members
	“Getting off to a new start...seems to be going slow but well.” 

	Boston
	Ginger Kenney
	7 events (5 seminars, 1seminar/ concert; 1 annual mtg)
	465 possible
40 total/4 to 16 event
	Dozen “regulars” with new people showing up regularly; hoping to rejuvenate at annual meeting

	Boulder/Denver
	Lee Katherine Goldstein
	13 events (guest tutor John Agresto, John Balkcom visit)
	232 possible 

50 total /5 to 15 event
	13 events were: 6 seminars; 2 seminar/dinners; 1dinner/attend literary reading; 1 potluck/poetry reading with Columbine Salon; Philanthropia event with John Balkcom; 1 picnic/play; 1 chapter planning session

	Chicago
	Lorna Anderson
	5 seminars, 1 party
	332 possible

	

	Greater Puget Sound
	Amina Stickford
	6 events (4 seminars, 1 social, and 1 annual dinner)
	185 possible

60 total / 
5 to 8 for seminars 

30 for annual dinners
	They juggle the issue of meeting times and places – some people prefer weekday evenings, others weekend afternoons.  Some people are public transport only, others are in outlying suburbs – and they don’t attend as many events.  

	Houston
	Norman Ewart
	
	
	Inquiry about starting up again

	Israel
	Emi Geiger Leslau
	
	6 to 8
	One member attended AA meetings in October 2002 and said they meet 6 – 8 times a year and have about 8 people attending

	New York
	Joe Boucher
	10 events 
	752 possible
150 total (20-25 seminars, 40-60 parties)
	“It was a good year. Lots of new faces. The website is coming along, slowly, but still…. “

(6 seminars-1 with picnic; 1 play; 2 parties-1 swing dance in alum home; 7th annual recent grad reception)

	North Carolina
	Susan Eversole
	4 events (2 seminars; 2 social)
	144 possible
10 total/7 event
	“A big slow down due to failure to replace chapter prez.”

	Northern California
	Jon Hodapp
	1 newsletter
1 annual holiday funfest
	592 possible

	


	Philadelphia
	Bart Kaplan
	2 seminars, 1 seminar/ picnic
	408 possible

	

	San Diego
	Stephanie Rico
	11 seminars
	66 possible Attended by 3 to 4 Johnnies/12 to 20 people total per seminar
	They meet with the Del Mar Great Books Reading Group.  “We simply don't have enough of a concentration of alumni here to hold our own meetings.”

	Santa Fe
	John Pollak
	
	600 possible
	

	Southern California
	Elizabeth Eastman
	7 seminar/potlucks (one with annual meeting)
	342 possible
25 to 30 total/6 to 10
	Southern California chapter was re-instituted in September 1999.  There is a core group of about 6 regular attendees and there are always 1 or 2 new people who come to each meeting.

In November, Philanthropia hosted an event in Los Angeles and the local chapter offered some informal logistical support. 

	Twin Cities
	Carol Freeman
	12 seminars
	144 possible

15 total /7 to 12 event
	Have been reading by themes – tragedy and now Goethe.  Occasionally have tutor visits and picnics.

	Washington DC
	Jean Dickason
	22 events 
	871 possible
125 total/14 event
	Seminars bi-weekly except for summer for which they have assigned long reading; also had a swing dance night, potluck/play reading; National Gallery visit/seminar; and holiday party/annual meeting

	Reading groups
	
	
	
	

	Pittsburgh
	Robert Hazo

Joanne Murray
	9 seminars
	65 possible
10 total/6 event
	Just starting to form a chapter; planning special events in 2003 to attend two opera rehearsals

	Western New England
	Julia Ward
	4 seminars
	105 possible
8 total /6 event
	Just starting to form a chapter


Suggestions/Comments:
I liked when we got those colorful little cards of what all the chapters were doing. It’s too hard now, and not timely, to know what’s going on. How about a Web site showing all historical chapter events (not just current ones)? Some people might like to volunteer but need ideas about what to do. 

Boston chapter would still like to get the recent graduate who did his senior thesis on James Joyce’s The Dead up here to do a seminar on it. But I can’t remember who he is, and I don’t know how to go about making it happen. 

The Denver/Boulder Chapter had a terrific year.  The Chapter held a wide variety of events including seminars, dinners, a poetry reading and attendance at stage performances.   The different events attracted alumni from all over the state of Colorado.  The seminar lead by former St. John’s College President, John Agresto, was extremely well attended, as was the Philanthropia event attended by St. John’s College Santa Fe Campus President, John Balkcom.  We are looking forward to another successful year in 2003 and have again scheduled a wide variety of events including more theater performances and a tour of the Denver Art Museum.  The Denver/Boulder Chapter has found that alternating meetings between Denver and Boulder has made it possible for more alumni to attend than if the meetings were always held at one or the other local.  Another example is that our Chapter has found that a mixture of social events and seminars is attractive to the area alumni.

San Diego chapter: “I'd suggest seeing if there are groups like this [great books group] in other areas that are struggling with regular attendance!”

Chapter Web Sites:

http://www.unm.edu/~coughlin/ (used by Albuquerque)
http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/SJCAA-DenverBoulder
http://www.hellos.com/sjc/      (Pittsburgh)

http://www.geocities.com/boston_sjc_alumni/ (Boston)

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/stjohnsdc/ (Washington DC)

www.sjcalums.com/nyc (New York City)
